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7 September 2017

Dear Sir Nicholas Serota CH,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Trustees, staff and the many artists, individuals and 
institutions who have been supporters of the visual arts organisation Locus+ over many years.

As you know on June 27 Arts Council England announced it would no longer support Locus+ 
as a National Portfolio Organisation. This is despite the application being marked ‘met’ or 
‘strongly met’ in all required areas. The reasons for this disappointing decision to withdraw 
support have still not been fully explained to us by the regional office.

Based in Newcastle upon Tyne, and established in 1993, Locus+ is a small and robust 
organisation of just two full time members of staff operating on modest resources, yet its 
reach is global. The organisation has an enviable track record and reputation for the quality 
of its commissioning of new works by artists at various stages of their careers, regionally, 
nationally and internationally. To date it has commissioned 145 works that have toured 
nationally and internationally and published over 37 artists’ monographs and publications.

The organisation has consistently doubled Arts Council investment year on year since its 
inception and commands a reputation for sound financial planning and project management, 
with a strong, supportive, yet critical Board of Trustees and active International Advisory Panel.

In addition, Locus+ has established and continues to maintain the largest archive of time-
based work in Europe. It forms a comprehensive overview of contemporary art practice from 
the ‘70s to the present, covering artists’ projects from a variety of British and International 
contexts. This significant and valuable collection continues to grow.

The company took an unexpected (and unexplained) 42% cut in its revenue grant at the 
previous round of NPO applications (2015/16). This resulted in the loss of one member of staff 
and a major restructured plan for the immediate future. This plan has proven successful 
with strategic partnerships (public and private) formed in the North East, nationally and 
internationally resulting in over £300K of committed project funding for the next two years.

This confirmed programme, which includes new commissions by Douglas Gordon, Anya 
Gallaccio and Richard Wright, is now in jeopardy as the company will not be able to continue 
without Arts Council support. Furthermore and of particular urgency is the strategic welfare 
of the contents of the Archive.

Much has been made of an increase in support for organisations outside London with 
investment in artists, international ambitions and partnerships. We are at a loss to explain the 
Arts Council decision to artists, our advisors and the many supporters who have contacted us 
and feel we have no option but to request clarity from your office regarding this matter and 
positive guidance regarding future of the Archive.

If you require any further information on this matter please do not hesitate to contact me. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours Faithfully

John Kippin
Chair of Trustees, Locus+ Ltd.

Trustees: Kay Pallister, Jamie Warde-Aldam, Judith Winter
Staff: Jon Bewley, Jonty Tarbuck, Enid Rogers
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Judy Adam 
John Adams 
Jane Ainscough
David Ainley
Joan Ainley
Sam Ainsley
Amanda Airey
Rob Airey
Michele Allen
William Allen
Delphine Allier
Francisca Alsua
Glenn Alteen
Craig Ames
Jane Anderson
Danielle Arnaud
Martina Aschbacher
Conrad Atkinson
Cat Auburn
Azzle
Simon Bainbridge
Matt Baker 
Andy Balman 
Deasy Bamford
Fiona Banner 
Peter Baren 
Chloe Barker
Christian Barnes 
Anna Barriball 
Ryan Bartaby 
Jordan Baseman 
Stuart Bastik 
Beth Bate 
Katriona Beales 
Anne Bean 
Kate Beard 
Oliver Beck 
Oliver Bennett
Caroline Bergvall
Josephine Berry 
Catherine Bertola
Anna Best 
David Bethell 
Patricia Bickers
Jeelan Bilal-Gore
Sutapa Biswas
David Blazey 
Graham Bolam 
Bryony Bond 
Monica Bonvicini 
Christine Borland 
Dawn Bothwell 
Ann Böttcher 
Martin Boyce
Sonia Boyce
Louise Bradley
Alex Breeze
Ruth Brenner 
Andrew Brown
Irene Brown 
Katrina Brown 

Paul Brown 
Jenny Brownrigg 
Jason Brumby
Celia Bryce 
Pavel Buchler 
Louisa Buck 
Effie Laura Burns 
Andrew Burton 
David Butler 
Bev Bytheway 
Helen Cadwallader 
Martin John Callanan
Stuart Cameron 
Vicky Caplin 
Roger Cardinal 
Judith Carlton
Lucy Carolan 
Ele Carpenter 
Glynis Carr 
John Carson 
Catherine Cary-Elwes 
Maude Casey
Adrienne Cassidy
Edward Charlton 
Mike Chavez-Dawson 
Rebecca Chesney
Steve Chettle 
Adam Chodzko
Clymene Christoforou 
Rachael Clewlow
Val Close
James Cockerill 
Sarah Coles 
Nathan Coley
Helen Collard
Mike Collier 
Stephen Collins
Susan Collins 
Rowena Comrie
Benjamin Conisbee Baer 
Steve Conlan 
Liadin Cooke
Elizabeth Anne Cookson 
Mathieu Copeland 
David Cotton 
Cynthia Cousens 
Marion Coutts
Kate Craddock 
Stuart Craig
Fiona Crisp 
Phoebe Cummings
David Cunningham 
Layla Curtis 
Simon Cutts 
Tom Dale 
Jareh Das 
Bruce Davies 
Peter Davies 
Rhodri Davies 
Rashida Davison
Colin Davison 

Julian Day
Juliet Dean
Joanna Deans 
Regine Debatty 
Katy Deepwell 
Graham Denman 
Tess Denman-Cleaver
India Dickinson 
Malcolm Dickson 
Mark Dion 
Cecilia Divizia 
Tim Dixon 
Graham Dolphin 
Katherine Dowson 
Aidan Doyle
Mary Doyle 
Tim Dunbar 
Jenna Duncan 
Gair Dunlop 
Steven Durland 
Theresa Easton 
Tim Eastop 
Darren Edwards
Ken Edwards 
Helena Eflerová 
Cerith Wyn Evans
Peter J. Evans 
Jeff Farrell 
Russell Ferguson 
Alec Finlay 
Joel Fisher 
Leo Fitzmaurice 
David Foggo 
Peter Foolen 
Louise Forshaw
Fiona Foster 
Rose Frain 
Karen Di Franco
Adrian Friedli
Anya Gallaccio 
Shona Galletly
Noah Garson 
Stefan Gec 
Ron Geesin
Jochen Gerz
Lloyd Gibson 
Emma Gifford-Mead 
Sharon Gill
David Girdlestone 
Rebecca Glover 
Mike Golding 
Katie Goodwin
Christopher J Gordon
Douglas Gordon
Karim Goury 
Dominic Gray 
Richard Grayson
Richard Green
Chris Greenwood
Shauna Gregg 
Sophie Greig
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Hilary Gresty
Glynn Griffiths 
Mary Griffiths
Simon Groom 
Aaron Guy
Rob Hadrill 
Lyn Hagan 
Samm Haillay 
Dick James Hall
Luke Hall 
Stella Hall 
Michael Hampton 
Kerry Harker 
Rachel Harkness 
Theodore Harper-Davis 
Laura Harrington 
Bryony Harris
Gareth Harris 
Richard Harris 
Laura M R Harrison 
Margaret Harrison 
Nicky Harrison 
Mona Hatoum 
Ruth Haycock 
Mark Haywood
Tim Head 
Amanda Heagre 
Suzanne Heath
Adrian Heathfield 
Gill Hedley 
Daniel Herrmann
Emily Hesse 
Cornelia Hesse-Honegger 
Susan Hiller
John Hilliard 
Antonia Hirsch 
Peter Holden 
Stewart Home 
Charlie Hooker 
Duane Hopkins
Alasdair Hopwood 
Toine Horvers 
Catrin Huber 
James Hugonin 
Ian Hunt
Andrew Hunt 
Barbara Hunt McLanahan 
Mark Hursty 
Jack Hutchinson
James Hutchinson
Helena Hutchinson 
Richard Ingleby
Florence Ingleby 
Jaki Irvine 
Nevena Ivanova 
Matthias Jackisch 
Clive Jackson
Tessa Jackson
Mary Jane Jacob 
Matthew Jarratt 
Neil Jenkings 

Lucy Jenkins 
Lawrence Johnson 
Sandra Johnston
Su Jones
Diane Jones 
Yva Jung
Diana Kalimullina 
Mikhail Karikis 
Martin Kay 
Nick Kaye 
Cath Keay 
Georgia Keeling
Lois Keidan 
Bridget Kennedy
Nick Kennedy 
Dean Kenning
Paddy Killer 
Wendy Kirkup 
Julia Klaniczay 
Robin Klassnik 
Monira Kleineidam
Paula Knox 
Uta Kogelsberger 
Patricia Kohl
Bogna M. Konior
Rob La Frenais 
Yana Lande
Petra Lange-Berndt 
Lars Bang Larsen
Claudia Lastra 
Wendy Law 
Michael Lawler 
Eloise Lawson 
Mark Leahy
Rowan Lear 
Patrick Lears 
Kwong Lee
Rona Lee 
Mike Leggett 
Bridget de León
Mie Letager Kjeldsen 
Linda Levinson 
Lanis Levy 
Liliane Lijn
James Lingwood 
Joe Lloyd 
Mo Lovatt 
Rachel Lowe
Jack Lowe 
David Mabb 
Caoimhin Mac Giolla Leith 
Sabina Mac Mahon 
Keely Macarow
Tom MacFarlane
Elizabeth Macgregor 
Alastair MacLennan
Ruth Maclennan 
Katy Macleod 
Sally Madge 
Gary Malkin 
Melanie Manchot 

Matthew Marland 
Gordon Massie 
Sally Matthews
Martin McAloon 
Brian McAvera 
Declan G McGonagle 
Andy McGregor 
Mary McIntyre 
Carol McKay 
Francis Mckee 
Jordan McKenzie 
John Mcmanus 
Carlo Menon 
Shaheen Merali 
Peter Merrington 
Linn Meyers
Norman Miller
Andrew Miller 
Russell Mills 
Louise Milne 
Evan Mirapaul 
Cathy de Monchaux 
Jonathan Monk 
Robert Montgomery 
Jade Montserrat 
Jeyun Moon 
Elinor Morgan 
Rebecca Morrill 
Michael Morris 
Susan Morris 
William Morrison-Bell
Anne Vibeke Mou 
Pauline van Mourik Broekman 
Fraser Muggeridge
Johanne Mullan 
Michael Mulvihill 
Shane Munro
Alex Murdin 
Simon Murray 
Daniel Muzyczuk 
Scott Myles 
Andrew Nairne 
Pat Naldi 
Mohammad Namazi 
Philip Napier 
Mike Nelson 
Hayley Newman 
Cat Newton-Groves 
Sam Nightingale 
Brian Ord
Uriel Orlow 
Chris Osburn
Jonathan Owen 
Roger Palmer 
Irini Papadimitriou
Jenny Papassotiriou 
Gill Park 
Cornelia Parker 
Stephen Partridge
Katie Paterson 
Toby Paterson 
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Andrew Patrizio
Simon Patterson 
Claire Pencak
Roxane Permar 
Oliver Perry
Lyndall Phelps
Sarah Pickering 
Aga Pindera 
Arabella Plouviez
Maeve Polkinhorn 
Arto Polus
Aliasgar Poonawala 
Charlie Poulson 
David Powell 
Robert Powell 
Gary Power 
Martin Prekop 
Charles Quick 
Neville Rae
Nick Raven 
Sophie Raven 
Christopher Redgate 
Peter Reid 
Anthony Reynolds
Grainne Rice 
Kate Rich 
Susan Richardson 
Joanna Riddell 
Graeme Rigby 
Richard Rigg
Aldo Rinaldi 
Amanda Ritson 
Paul Robertson 
Deborah Robinson 
Jane Rolo 
Donna Romano
Lisa Rosendahl 
Bert Ross 
Janet Ross 
Janina Sabaliauskaite 
Esther Salamon 
Jeffrey Sarmiento
Kelda Savage 
Ekaterina Savchenko 
Alida Sayer 
Helen Schell 
Jonathan Schipper 
Ronald Schwartz 
Jeanie Scott 
Peter Seddon 
Mark Segal 
Rebecca Shatwell 
Tim Shaw 
Diana Sherlock
Laurie Short 
Naomi Siderfin 
Rachel Simmons 
Mark Simpkins
Joy Sleeman 
Caroline Smith 
James Smith 

John Smith 
Paula Smithard 
Stephen Snoddy 
Alastair Snow 
Allyson Spellacy 
Jonathan Spencer 
Paul St George 
Arthur Stafford 
Peter Stark 
Bernhard Starkmann 
Diana Stevenson
Nick Stewart 
Andre Stitt
Kate Stoddart 
Paul Stone 
Caroline Stummel 
Peter Suchin
Ingrid Swenson 
Alan Sykes 
Jennie Syson 
Richard Talbot
Anne Tallentire 
Gary Thomas 
Mark Thomson 
Tanja Thorjussen 
Jeremy Till 
Mike Tilley
Sabine Tilly 
Amy Tobin 
Mike Tooby 
Nathan Tregarvan 
Suzanne Treister
Nicola Triscott 
Henry Tsang 
Jon Tupper 
Gavin Turk
Lee Turner 
Etienne Turpin 
Simon Tyszko 
Paul Usherwood
Jacquie Utley 
Alejandro Valencia-Tobon 
Erica Van Van Horn
Adinda van’t Klooster
Isabel F. Vasseur  
Laura Vickerson 
Marina Vishmidt 
Samantha Waddilove 
Jan Wade 
Chris Wainwright 
Una Walker 
Mark Wallinger 
Claire Walsh
Alice Walters 
Amynta Warde-Aldam
Digby Warde-Aldam 
Grace Warde-Aldam 
Olle Wärnbäck 
Marina Warner 
Gary Waterston 
Lynn Watson

Paul Watson
Mark Waugh
Julia Weber 
Carl von Weiler 
Jeremy Welsh 
Mo White 
Liz Whitehead 
Thomas Whittle 
Emily Wilczek 
Patrick Wildgust
Alison Wilding
Sally Williams 
Sophie Williamson
Cathy Wills 
Evelyn Wilson
Jane and Louise Wilson 
Louise K Wilson 
Mark Wilson 
Richard Wilson 
Paul Wong 
Geoff Wood 
Orlagh Woods
Alice Woods 
Greville Worthington
Richard Wright 
Tim Wright 
Catherine Yass
Chris Yates
Zeynep Yucel
Silvia Ziranek
Ελένη Παπαιωάννου
AND Association
Art Circuit
Art Solutions
Art Zone


